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SUBJECT: POLAND HALTS SUGAR EXPORTS 

1. AN OFFICIAL SOURCE AT ROLIMPEX, THE FOREIGN TRADE ENTER- 
PRISE CHARGED WITH EXPORT OF SUGAR AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL 
COMMODITIES, HAS CONFIRMED TO US THAT POLAND OFFICIALLY 
CEASED ALL EXPORT SALES OF REFINED SUGAR ON NOVEMBER 5. THE 
FIRST REPORTS OF THIS ACTION REACHED US THROUGH THE LOCAL 
REUTERS CORRESPONDENT, WHO HAS FILED THE STORY. 

2. THE VOLUME OF POLISH SUGAR EXPORTS SAGGED BADLY OVER THE 
FIRST EIGHT MONTHS OF 1974, AND CONTINUING UNFAVORABLE 
WEATHER IS DELAYING COMPLETION OF THE SUGAR-BEET HARVEST. 
PRESS REPORTS OF NOVEMBER 6 POINT OUT THAT "SEVERAL TENS OF 
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REMAIN TO BE HARVESTED. LOCAL OFFICIALS ARE BEING EMPOWERED 
TO ORGANIZE WORKER BRIGADES TO ASSIST IN THE HARVEST, BOTH ON 
FARMS IN THE SOCIALIZED SECTOR AND, IN SPECIAL CASES, ON 
PRIVATE FARMS. IN ACKNOWLEDGING THE CESSATION OF SUGAR 
EXPORT SALES, THE ROLIMPEX REPRESENTATIVE ATTRIBUTED THE 
ACTION TO UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE VOLUME OF THIS YEAR'S SUGAR 
PRODUCTION AND TO INSTABILITY IN WORLD SUGAR PRICES. 

3. POLAND EXPORTED 377,319 METRIC TONS OF REFINED SUGAR IN 
1973, OF WHICH 1 13,496 M/T WERE SOLD WITHIN CEMA. TOTAL 
EXPORT EARNINGS OF THE SUGAR INDUSTRY IN 1973 WERE $93,271,171, 
OR 1 1.5 PERCENT OF THE VALUE OF TOTAL AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS. 
EXPORTS THROUGH AUGUST 1974 TOTALLED ONLY 93 THOUSAND M/T, 
AS COMPARED WITH SALES OF 187,000 M/T OVER THE SAME PERIOD 

IN 1973. 

4. POLISH SUGAR PRODUCTION IN 1973 WAS 1.64 MILLION M/T, A 
LEVEL THAT WAS EXPECTED TO BE SURPASSED THIS YEAR, AS THE 
CROP APPEARED IN GOOD CONDITION BEFORE THE ONSET OF FALL 
RAINS. WE NOW ESTIMATE 1974 PRODUCTION AT 1.44 MILLION M/T. 

5. COMMENT: THE STRINKINGLY LOW LEVEL OF POLISH SUGAR 
EXPORTS IN 1974, DESPITE A CROP OUTLOOK WHICH WAS FAVORABLE 
UNTIL OCTOBER, LEADS US TO BELIEVE THAT POLAND HAS BEEN 
HOLDING SUGAR OFF THE MARKET IN ANTICIPATION OF PRICE 
INCREASES. THE CURRENT HALT IN EXPORT SALES, ALTHOUGH 
UNDOUBTEDLY BASED IN PART UPON APPREHENSION ABOUT THE 
HARVEST, IS POSSIBLY A REFLECTION OF THE SAME STRATEGY. 

POLISH REFINED SUGAR EXPORTS WILL LIKELY DECLINE THIS YEAR, 
BUT GIVEN THE COUNTRY'S PRESSING HARD-CURRENCY NEEDS, EVERY 
EFFORT IS CERTAIN TO BE MADE TO MAXIMIZE FOREIGN-EXCHANGE 
RETURNS FROM THE CROP. END COMMENT. 

6. FAS REPORT PL 4028 OF OCTOBER 15, 1974, CONTAINS A 
DETAILED DISCUSSION OF POLISH SUGAR HARVEST. 
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